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Name: ____________________________ 
“Trap Lines” by Thomas King 

 
1. Read the following information about First Nations Reserves in Canada. The text is from page 41 of the City of 

Vancouver’s 2014 “First Peoples: a Guide for Newcomers” publication. Next, read an excerpt from the 
University of Saskatchewan’s Pahkisimon Nuyeʔáh Library System about traplines. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Consider how difficult is it to choose a trapline and how the history of fur trapping and the reserves are linked to 
the title of the story. Observations? You can discuss what you already know about the fur trade or reserves. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Choosing a Trapline 
 

Choosing a trapline is a complex process, and 
binds two key factors: local resources and 
regulations. A trapline is established in a 
remote region of the forest, near good fur 
regions and game trails. Trappers spend time 
walking, snowshoeing, snowmobiling and 
canoeing their proposed trapline to find game 
trails, dens, and habits of their target animals. 
Natural environmental constraints, particularly 
local animal populations, are important but an 
imbalance in the local animal ecosystem can be 
carefully targeted and manipulated over time. 
For example, if the beaver population is low, a 
trapper can focus on another, more abundant 
local pelt until the beaver population recovers. 
Targeting fox and coyotes may allow rabbits to 
flourish. 
 

Historically, some traplines were developed by 
family units and passed down through the 
generations, but these are rare. More often, 
individuals and family units trap in different 
regions of the forest each year, in response to 
external factors such as major forest fires, 
over-trapping, natural reduction or abundance 
in local furs, disease, proximity to a trading post 
or itinerant traders, or proximity to family, 
friends, or fur partners. 
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2. The narrator says of his son: “he has, at eighteen, come upon language, much as a puppy comes upon a 
slipper” (King 33). Explain this metaphor to describe the narrator’s son. Also, start keeping track of the 
figurative language that the narrator uses to describe people, situations, and other things. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
3. Using the narrator and Christopher’s strange conversations between pages 34 to 38, explain what the 

narrator means when he says that Alberta “called these conversations father and son talks” and that 
“she didn’t think much of them” (37). 

 
 
 
 

 
4. At the end of the story, Christopher takes the green tackle box before moving to British Columbia and 

Alberta tells the narrator, “you could have told him you loved him” (46). Is it clear that the narrator was 
successful at relaying his love for Christopher? What evidence supports this idea? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
5. This narrative is disjointed in the way that there are the narrator’s own childhood stories mixed in with 

his stories about Christopher. What message might “Trap Lines” try to convey about communication?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


